49th Rodings Rally -2005

Epping Forest Outdoor Group

Dear competitor

Thank you for taking part in the 49th Rodings Rally. For those of you interested in facts and figures by Saturday we had entries from 83 teams consisting of 284 competitors in total, of whom 75 teams and 247 competitors actually participated on the night.

Competitors in the 10 checkpoint event were required to find ten checkpoints in under 8 hours, once again the trio from Suffolk Orienteering Club (Suffoc) achieved the winning time of 3 hours and 52 minutes. Congratulations to Goff Hill and co-runners, who retain the coveted 10 checkpoint trophy. You were up against strong competition this year, with both Dartford Scouts (Tortoise team) and Groovy’s Midnight Runners not too far behind…

The 10 checkpoint group event trophy (the 3 highest placed teams from the same organisation) was won this year by Cockney Nimrods whose top 3 teams each discovered all 10 checkpoints in a total time of 19 hours and 4 minutes. They win back the trophy from Rayleigh Rockets (winners of the group trophy last year following a recheck of the results)

In the 5 checkpoint event, where teams were required to locate checkpoints 1, 3, 4 and 7, as well as the village hall, was won by East Barnet School team 7. The Vic Halstead 5 checkpoint trophy returns to the school yet again! We are grateful to teacher Chris Cloke of East Barnet School for encouraging the event to his students 

Finally the Suffolk Orienteering Club trophy for perseverance goes to Eighty 5 Flight A, a team from Palmers Green, North London. The booby prize of a walking stick has not been awarded this year – we did not hear of any deserving teams!

All trophy winners will be contacted shortly to arrange delivery.

The solutions to the clues are enclosed with this report. We tried to include our usual mix of devious clues and spent an enjoyable(?) evening in October inventing these. The clue to checkpoint 8 puzzled many of you this year, but as some of you did manage to solve it yourselves we are happy. At first glance it appears to be a usual letter-number substitution, but then you discover that 2 of the 3 given references fit this pattern of letters! We will leave you to find out the answer from the sheet of solutions!

Some of you have been taking part in Rodings Rally for several years now. For Chris Cloke, a geography teacher at East Barnet School, it was his 27th Rodings Rally! This is his report about the 2005 Rodings Rally:

None of my students were alive when I started taking part in 1978! I encourage 16 and 17 year olds to participate in what is a renowned, high class event which tests navigational skills and perseverance, to the full. Most groups enjoy the challenge. Some come back from university and beyond to take part again. 

It started with transporting 4 of the 7 student teams by minibus to High Beach. One student team followed by car. We parked near the ‘Kings Oak’ and went to the start. I wanted to ensure that the 1st team of 16 year olds at least got to the start by the required time!

A nice night for the Rally - cold and crisp. Should I wear hat and gloves? My 
previous experiences told me not - it is amazing how hot you can get walking quickly in the forest (I have never managed to run it!). Back to the pub and a long wait until my team’s start time of 10.56 p.m. Easy on the drink! Then some of the other teachers arrive. That’s better!

Once again it proved to be a very enjoyable Rally. No deep mud this year and 
frozen solid in many places. There is usually one harder clue to solve. This year it was EZEF TOSF. Got it in the end! Then there is always one checkpoint which proves unyielding as to its position – it’s often the one that looks easy on the map. This year it was Checkpoint 2. After two fruitless forages, and confused by at least 20 other teams with lights heading all ways, we were about to give up when a team member stumbled on it. Of course well away from where we had been looking. Luck –yes!  Skill – no!

 We did well on all the other checkpoints, but 6 to 7, and 7 to 8 seemed a long hike. Tired, but happy to complete the course in the allotted time of 8 hours we finished with 45 minutes to spare.

I am sure that I speak on behalf of all competitors in expressing my thanks to the whole organising team. It’s such a good competition and this is why people return year after year. Thanks to all the people who camp out all night (did I hear snoring from Checkpoint 9 tent?), to the jovial tea brewers, the breakfast cooks, the judges and scorers and the village hall floor washers. Thank you sincerely for your efforts. I secretly believe that you enjoy most of it, particularly setting clues to confuse us all, and then hearing all the stories 
when we return.

Thanks Chris! It’s true – we do enjoy hearing your tales! We are especially grateful this year for the help we received from 6 new club members all of whom joined our group in August or later. They all took us seriously when we explained about Rodings Rally, and offered their help without really appreciating what they were actually committing themselves to!

As stated on the Rodings Rally information sheet sent out with the entry form, 25p out of every entry fee received is donated to charity. This year we will be donating at least £71; the specifc charity to whom the donation is sent will be agreed at our AGM in January.

Hope you all had a good time and thanks to those of you for your comments after the event. Any feedback – good or bad – is welcome! We would be grateful if you would take a few minutes to read the lost property list below. Any property unclaimed after 3 months will be donated to a local charity shop. Some of you may be aware that 2 items of some value went missing from High Beach village hall on Sunday morning – a pair of Berghaus 4 season boots and a green Berghaus jacket. Both owners were understandably upset at the loss of their gear but I am pleased to report that within 24 hours both had been located. Sadly the person who had taken the boots has still not been reunited with his own boots, the ones given to him in exchange are not his! Someone is still wandering around with a pair of size 8 boots which belong to someone else! If it is YOU please can you get in touch so that we can attempt to return all boots to their rightful owners! The moral of these tales is to check that whatever clothing you are walking off with does actually belong to you!

On a more serious note, we had several reports from checkpoint people and other competitors alike of rather noisy behaviour by a few teams. We are obliged by the Forest Conservators not to create a nuisance with this event and hope everyone in future will respect the quiet forest environment and also be mindful of local residents. According to the rules, we can disqualify those who do not comply with this.

Also we apologise to those competitors who were rather ignominiously asked to leave the village hall on Saturday evening.  This was due to a panic by some of our helpers who thought they would be overwhelmed by a mass of competitors whilst trying to administer the event. We have no objection to competitors dropping in to use the facilities, get warm, drop off gear etc. but due to the size of the hall we cannot cope with too many at once.

The provisional date for next year’s rally Saturday 18th / Sunday 19th November – it will be the 50th, we do hope that as many of you as possible will be able to make it!

Ann Lowther & Sue Stirling

On behalf of Epping Forest Outdoor Group

LOST PROPERTY

1 Thinsulate glove

1 Gore Tex glove

1 navy glove

1 purple glove

1 Thermos Flask

1 Plastic cup with handle

1 Hand Torch

2 Head Torches

1 Chelsea Scarf

1 small plastic wallet containing 3 Duracell batteries

4 Mustang batteries

1 hat

If the any of the above seem familiar please email Susan Stirling – Susan.Stirling@btinternet.com, or ring 020 8501 3608. We will require you to give a detailed description of your lost item! (Next year why not write your name on your clothing & posessions?!!) And please show this list to your team members – thank you!

49th RODINGS RALLY

Saturday 19th / Sunday 20th November 2005

CLUE SHEET SOLUTIONS - 10 checkpoint event

(The correct grid reference for each checkpoint is in bold)

Checkpoints must be found in the order given. Of the three grid references given for any clue, only one is correct; the answer is deduced by referring to clue, map and general knowledge.


GOOD LUCK!

CHECKPOINT 1:
The Wooden Top

 (LIT)


7630 1900
7700 1940
7735 1945

CHECKPOINT 2:
Confused, woman leads dog!!

 (LIT)


7565 1835
7620 1870
7595 1865

CHECKPOINT 3:
Inclined to smell!

(UNLIT)

7475 1830
7425 1770
7430 1855
CHECKPOINT 4:
Gypsy’s card game

(LIT)


7650 1795
7620 1815
7670 1820
CHECKPOINT 5:
Arctic desire for mountains?

(LIT)


7680 1880
7690 1835
7680 1910

TEA POINT - 7705 1870 (closes 5am)

Free tea/coffee/cold drinks available; hot dogs, chocolate bars for sale


CHECKPOINT 6:
See sketch map

(UNLIT)
7785 1945
7780 1980
7835 1935


CHECKPOINT 7:
Underneath the Gorse plantation

(UNLIT)

7970 2060
7945 2095
7900 2065


CHECKPOINT 8:
EZEF TOSF

(UNLIT)

7970 2150
8085 2175
8115 2220 

CHECKPOINT 9:
He’s got his hat on and he’s coming into land!

(LIT)


7835 2110
7815 2115
7865 2110
FINAL CHECKPOINT AT HIGH BEACH VILLAGE HALL  - 7685 2035

The provisional date for Rodings Rally 2006 is Saturday 18th November – hope to see you there!

	Rodings Rally Results 2005

	

	Ten Checkpoint Event

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pos
	No
	TEAM NAME
	CPs
	Start
	Finish
	Hours
	Minutes

	1
	68
	Suffoc
	10
	  22:44
	  02:36
	3
	52

	2
	28
	Dartford Scout Tortoise
	10
	  21:16
	  01:56
	4
	40

	3
	38
	GMR 1
	10
	  21:40
	  02:22
	4
	42

	4
	37
	Cockney Nimrods 3
	10
	  21:36
	  02:48
	5
	12

	5
	29
	North Downs Mountain Rescue
	10
	  21:26
	  02:53
	5
	27

	6
	2
	Rayleigh Rockets 1
	10
	  20:34
	  02:12
	5
	38

	7
	9
	Bush Blazers
	10
	  20:46
	  02:59
	6
	13

	8
	65
	Rayleigh Rockets 3
	10
	  22:40
	  04:54
	6
	14

	9
	47
	Cockney Nimrods 4
	10
	  21:52
	  04:36
	6
	44

	10
	14
	Barnes/Vigar
	10
	  20:52
	  03:36
	6
	44

	11
	41
	SMLG 2
	10
	  21:42
	  04:42
	7
	0

	12
	42
	M T Heads
	10
	  21:46
	  04:50
	7
	4

	13
	49
	Midnight Roamers
	10
	  21:56
	  05:01
	7
	5

	14
	27
	Cockney Nimrods 2
	10
	  21:30
	  04:38
	7
	8

	15
	46
	Uberrimae Fidel
	10
	  21:50
	  04:58
	7
	8

	16
	7
	Unreally Lost
	10
	  20:40
	  03:48
	7
	8

	17
	74
	East Barnet School (Staff)
	10
	  22:50
	  06:06
	7
	16

	18
	31
	SMLG 1
	10
	  21:24
	  04:57
	7
	33

	19
	66
	Night Owls
	10
	  22:38
	  06:20
	7
	42

	20
	61
	Nokia
	10
	  22:22
	  06:06
	7
	44

	21
	82
	Unit M Leaders
	10
	  22:12
	  06:00
	7
	48

	22
	70
	Sorted
	10
	  22:34
	  06:25
	7
	51

	23
	23
	Sawe Pach
	10
	  21:08
	  05:03
	7
	55

	24
	60
	Planum Mindus
	9
	  22:14
	  04:08
	5
	54

	25
	8
	MKOPG
	9
	  20:44
	  03:36
	6
	52

	26
	58
	Lazyday Team
	9
	  22:24
	  05:54
	7
	30

	27
	1
	Harrow A Team
	9
	  20:30
	  04:19
	7
	49

	28
	39
	Sulsar 34
	8
	  21:44
	  05:05
	7
	21

	29
	17
	Cockney Nimrods 1
	8
	  21:06
	  04:38
	7
	32

	30
	18
	Dartford Scout Hares
	8
	  20:56
	  04:37
	7
	41

	31
	20
	Nomads A
	8
	  20:58
	  04:50
	7
	52

	32
	30
	Nomads B
	7
	  21:18
	  04:10
	6
	52

	33
	40
	Bedford 3
	7
	  21:38
	  04:57
	7
	19

	34
	53
	Black Abbotts
	7
	  22:10
	  05:34
	7
	24

	35
	69
	Stort Valley Ramblers
	6
	  22:26
	  04:19
	5
	53

	36
	55
	Rayleigh Rockets 2
	6
	  22:18
	  05:21
	7
	3

	37
	6
	4th Southgate Scouts
	6
	  20:38
	  04:23
	7
	45

	38
	50
	I haven't got the faintest idea
	5
	  22:30
	  04:49
	6
	19

	39
	78
	Forest Gate Fillies
	5
	  22:54
	  06:29
	7
	35

	40
	21
	Bedford 2
	5
	  21:00
	  04:46
	7
	46

	41
	67
	The Brides
	4
	  22:46
	  04:44
	5
	58

	42
	59
	Harrow E Team
	2
	  22:20
	  02:15
	3
	55

	43
	12
	Harrow B Team
	2
	  21:14
	  02:21
	5
	7

	44
	79
	Zenith ESU
	2
	  22:56
	  04:22
	5
	26

	45
	76
	Early Birds
	7
	  22:42
	  06:56
	8
	14

	46
	26
	Enfield's Lost
	7
	  21:22
	  05:57
	8
	35

	47
	16
	Harlow Globe Trotters
	7
	  21:02
	  05:49
	8
	47

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Five Checkpoint Event (Vic Halstead Trophy)

	

	Pos
	No
	TEAM NAME
	CPs
	Start
	Finish
	Hours
	Minutes

	1
	64
	East Barnet School 7
	5
	  22:32
	  03:06
	4
	34

	2
	15
	Rambos Rovers
	5
	  20:54
	  02:05
	5
	11

	3
	91
	23rd Southgate C
	5
	  23:26
	  04:53
	5
	27

	4
	101
	23rd Southgate D
	5
	  23:48
	  05:38
	5
	50

	5
	63
	Swift Steeds
	5
	  22:28
	  04:31
	6
	3

	6
	81
	23rd Southgate B
	5
	  23:20
	  05:37
	6
	17

	7
	25
	Sats Strollers
	5
	  21:12
	  03:49
	6
	37

	8
	34
	East Barnet School 4
	5
	  21:28
	  04:10
	6
	42

	9
	44
	East Barnet School 5
	5
	  21:54
	  04:42
	6
	48

	10
	32
	Layla's Filps
	5
	  21:32
	  04:33
	7
	1

	11
	13
	East Barnet School 2
	5
	  20:50
	  04:02
	7
	12

	12
	33
	Veni Vidi Vici
	5
	  21:34
	  05:17
	7
	43

	13
	22
	Harrow C Team
	5
	  21:20
	  05:20
	8
	0

	14
	71
	23rd Southgate A
	4
	  23:14
	  06:07
	6
	53

	15
	43
	Sussex Stumblers
	4
	  21:48
	  04:54
	7
	6

	16
	72
	The Mugs
	4
	  22:08
	  05:26
	7
	18

	17
	45
	Thorn Bush Prickles
	3
	10:00
	  03:06
	5
	6

	18
	10
	Bedford 1
	3
	  20:48
	  02:09
	5
	21

	19
	62
	Malicious Monkeys
	3
	  22:02
	  04:37
	6
	35

	20
	52
	Confused.com
	3
	  21:58
	  04:36
	6
	38

	21
	35
	Harrow D Team
	3
	  22:36
	  06:14
	7
	38

	22
	54
	East Barnet School 6
	3
	  22:16
	  06:02
	7
	46

	23
	73
	Eighty 5 Flight A
	2
	  22:58
	  06:05
	7
	7

	24
	24
	East Barnet School 3
	5
	  21:10
	  05:19
	8
	9

	25
	3
	East Barnet School 1
	5
	  20:32
	  05:22
	8
	50

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best YHA Groups*

	

	GROUP NAME
	Total Hours
	Total Minutes
	

	Harrow
	16
	51
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best Groups (Ten Checkpoint Teams)*

	

	GROUP NAME
	Total Hours
	Total Minutes
	

	Cockney Nimrods
	19
	4
	

	Rayleigh Rockets
	18
	55
	

	Harrow
	16
	51
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	* To qualify for group trophies all 3 best teams must complete in under 8 hours each


1. Hill Wood – Wooden referred to wood and Top referred to hill





2. “Woman leads dog” is an anagram of Woodman’s Glade





3. Yardley Hill (Inclined refers to hill, Yardley refers to smell (we hoped that the majority of you had heard of Yardley toiletries!))





4. Palmer (=Gypsy), bridge (=card game). Clue referred to Palmer’s Bridge





5. North (=Arctic) Long (desire!) Hills (mountains)





6. Tracing of footpaths around checkpoint, rotated by approx 180 degrees





7. Checkpoint was located beneath Furze (=gorse) Ground (=plantation)





8. Each letter in the clue is the first letter of each number in the grid reference. Eg E=Eight, Z=Zero, F=Five etc





9. Sunshine Plain. “He’s got his hat on” is a reference to Sunshine (from the song “The Sun has got his hat on”) and he’s coming in to land is a play on the word plain/plane








